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“ Striving for Quick Decisious há ig. Ad 
Americans Advance On 
Rhine ° Gateways” 


Reuter, A.P. and P.A. Reports. 


i eye ALLIED ARMIES—ONE OF THEM ONLY, 23 MILES FROM COLOGNE—ARE 

ADVANCING STEADILY EASTWARDS TO THREATEN JULICH AND DUREN, 
MAIN “GATEWAYS” TO THE RHINELAND. : pl hais for this-late hour to miss the moon. 
. La Air carrying | To reach Munich, in south-west 


The. two road hubs control the three highways stretching eastwards to the great Rhineland Germany, the bombers were air- 


. i ' ‘for over 10 hours, and the 
Cities of Diisseldorf and Cologne. taining had to be rapid so that 


aircraft, without any escort of day 


No. 27,256 


AND BRANCHES. - 


GREAT AIR BATTLES | 


lines. One of our aircraft is miss- 


ing. 
Fó later: report ‘stated. that the 
missing plane had landed _ safely 

away from its base. 
e British Air Ministry News 
‘Service: said that for the first time 
Lancasters of R.A.F. Bomber Comi- 
mand dropped ap Ib, ie 
break yester- | bombs on a German industrial city. 
So Doms Mh Bee pte of The attack, which began at five 
o’clock,in the morning, was planned 
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ies i ion: Sertous 9) 
Situation Serious 


Says Berlin 


ALLENSBLEBEM the 
German Military Com- 
mentator, stated last night:— _ . 
“The battle for Alsace has 
split into several independent 
tions. German military 
quarters in no way deny that the 
! atuation has become serious, 
» 2906, 38 hut a war of movement is always 
i 49/6, the 39/6, subject to surprise developments, 
ea and emphasis is to be laid on the 

[act that the true German 
defence zone only begins at the 
east bank of the Rhine.”— 


(Reuter.) 
————————_ ail 


NE of the greattst air battles of 
the war was fought over Ger- 
many yesterday, when nearly 
900 American and German air- 
craft took part in furious com- 
bats. Reports last gave 
the German losses as 98 in the 
air, and four on the ground. 
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Rocks Town 


MANY KILLED 


ANY people were killed and a 
M large number injured yester- 
dav morning, When Burton-on-Trent 
was rocked by a tremendous under- 
ground explosion at an R.A.F. 
maintenance depot several miles 


awa). 


it is feared at the dépót that 
about twenty people were killed 
and many more injured. .-At a 
works nearby more than 40 persons 
were trapped, but most of them are 
believed to be safe. : 

Late last night five bodies had 
heen recovered, but 30 persons were 
still missing, While eleven injured 
were in Burton Hospital. 

Blowing a great hole in the 
earth's surface, the explosion caused 
bombs to be hurled over the 
surrounding countryside, creating 
widespread devastation, 


Offices and farms vanished and 
hundreds of animals were killed. 


The blast burst open doors and 
rocked houses 60 miles away. 


More Logs For 
Use in Bigger 
Fuel Ration 


The Minister for Supplies has 
‘increased the fuel ration for the 
December-January period to two 
tons and it has been decided that 
some of the firewood stored by 
Fuel Importers Ltd. will be released 
during the two months, writes our 
Political Correspondent. Merchants 
are asked not to cease buying 
timber for fuel for their customers, 
as the releases from the company’s 
stocks will be used to supplement 
the fuel obtained by merchants 
through their regular channels. 

Coal for domestic purposes will 
not be available for a very long 
time, and as turf production ‘still 
is less than the country’s. require- 
ments, fuel will continue to be 
rationed in the non-turf aréas. 

It is likely that difficulty will be 
experienced in the distribution of 
the fuel from Fuel Importers’ 
dépdts. It can only be supplied in 
the areas where the stocks are held 
and cannot be transported over 
long distances, as railway and road 
transport are already working to 
capacity. 

Turf-cutting next year is planned 
to produce the same quantity as 
this year and so ensure supplies 
up to the summer of 1946. © 


RELIGION IN THE 
SCHOOLS 


Stormont Criticised 


Opening a new school at Clough- 
fin. Co. Donegal, yesterday, the 
Most Rev. Dr. Farren, Bishop of 
Derry, said that the Catholic Church 
had always fought for the right to 
teach religion in the schools. In 
Fire they were fortunate in having a 
Government that was sympathetic 
and dealt generously with them in 
the matter of education. 

He wished that the Northern 
Government would follow that 
example. If the Northern Govern- 
ment was in earnest, and could act 
without prejudice, it should be more 
generous and give to Catholic 
schools a fairer proportion of the 
grants towards which they paid. 


Reuter’s Special Correspondent, cabling from 9th Army H.Q. last night, said that, although 
there was no sign of a slackening of resistance, air reports continued to tell of intense 
German motor transport movement north from Julich towards Diisseldort. 


These are the new advances by 
the American 9th and Ist Armies 
towards the road junctions:— 

JULICH—9%th Army troops, only 
two miles from the town, are 
closing in from the south, west and 
north-west. General Simpson’s 
armour meeting determined 
resistance west of the now over- 
flowing Roer River. 

DUREN—Ist Army forces, south 
of the Adolf Hitler Autobahn, are 
reported under three miles west of 
Diiren. To the south, a fierce battle 
is raging round Hurtgen, which 
Luxembourg Radio last night re- 
ported to have been captured. 

The German High Command re- 
ported late last night that Allied 
pressure in the west was increasing, 
and “ it looks as if he means to seek 
quick decisions in the Aachen area, 
in Eastern Lorraine and in Alsace.” 

Berlin messages claimed that, just 
north of the Diiren-Julich battle- 
field, General Dempsey’s’2nd British 
Army had completed its preparations 
for an attack between Geilenkirchen 
and the Maas. 

Allied reports’ stated that the 
British troops are now on the line 
of the Maas, except opposite Venlo, 
while further south a German bulge 
in the line has been ironed: out. 


Reuter’s Special Correspondent at 
Allied Supreme H.Q. in Paris writes: 


With Marshal von Rundstedt 
forced to throw virtually all his 
local reserves into the west front 
main battles, the Allies are winning 
important victories, although pro- 
gress is slow. These victories are 
represented by German dead and 
captured, by knocked-out tanks, and 
guns, and by the gradual destruction 
of the Wehrmacht. This is more 
vital to the Allied armies than gains 
of yards or miles in the plains of 
Cologne or Lorraine. 

Two miles north of Geilenkirchen 
British troops have wiped out a 
small German bulge by a 5,000- 
yard advance in the area of Trips- 
wrath. i 

In Holland the, Germans are using 
trenches and strong-points prepared 
by the Dutch before the 1940 in- 
vasion to oppose General Dempsey's 
forces, now a mile and a half from 
Venlo. : 


to O:S>-hst Army infantry’ and“tanks" 


drove.a mile north-east of Weiswiler 
to capture the village of Franz. 
American ter-bombers con- 
tinued to give close support, attack- 
ing positions in the Linnich, Julich 
and Diiren areas. Thunderbolts 
dive-bombed targets indicated by 
smoke in the areas of Brandenburg 
and Bergstein, south-east of Hurt- 
gen; and others struck just ahead 
of American armour operating in 
the Linnicl and Julich areas. 
General Patton’s men, to. the 
south, are continuing their thrust 


‘into Germany; and the tanks, after 


a mile advance, took tactically-im- 
portant high ground at Worscholz, 
seven miles south-west of the Ger- 
man town of Saarburg. 

St. Avold was entered yesterday 
by 3rd Army infantry. This town 
is 15 miles south-west of Saar- 
briicken. The Germans withdrew 
from it during the night after a 
stubborn fight on Sunday. 

Remote from the tremendous 
battle along the German frontier to 
the south, a minor, but savage, fight. 
pitting medieval masonry and moats 
against the modern machinery of 
war, is being fought about the 
premises of an old castle at Geis- 
teren, in Holland. So far, the 
medieval masonry is more than 
holding its own. 

In this 1,000 years old castle is 
an estimated garrison of 40 German 
paratroopers, while the British are 


deployed about the buildings. 
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| The British troops have hurled 
mortar and artillery fire. Sharp- 
shooters and machine-gunners have 
sprayed the castle, and Typhoons 
have rocked it with bombs. Yet the 
Germans still hold out, and the solid 
walls of the castle are unpierced. 
German reporter, broadcasting 
from the front last night, stated: 
_ - The Allied troops are re-group- 
ing for a big, new offensive in the 
Aachen sector. The main attacking 
forces of the British 2nd Army are 


concentrated in the sector between 
the Maas and the Geilenkirchen 
area. Here, it appears, a great 
thrust is being prepared, aiming into 
a northerly direction. Patrols con- 
firm that these preparations are now 
concluded, and the attack may start 
very soon now, possibly in support 
of the 9th Army near Aachen.” 

A Dutch radio report stated last 
night that the British 2nd Army had 
launched an attack on the German 
bridgehead at Venlo. 
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@ALARY increases, amounting in 

some cases to 50 per cent., to 
nurses employed by local 
authorities are recommended in 
a circular letter sent to all local 
authorities by Dr. Ward, Parlia- 
ment Secretary to the 
Minister for Local Government 
and Public Health 


Other recommendations _ include 
increases, equivalent to 45 per 
cent., in the value of nurses’ 
other emoluments, as well as 
improvements in employment 

conditions. 


It is recommended that staff 
nurses’ salaries should not be less 
than £75 per annum, increasing by 
£5 per annum to £90, with furtaer 
increments of £5 after intervals cf 
three and four years, respectively 
an! an additional payment of £5 
per annum for nurses gg for 
and performing midwifery duties, 
An extra payment of £10 per annum 
is recommended for nurses qualified 
for and engaged in tuberculosis and 
fever nursing. 

The Parliamentary 
recommends that all 


- Secretary 
whole-time 


} public health nurses should be paid 


the £175 per annum, rising by £5 
per annum to £200, with vouched 
travelling expenses, which the 
Ministry always has recommended 
for nurses with the requisite quali- 
fications. 

Dr. Ward’s recommendations also 
suggest time-table arrangements, 
which would allow reasonable rest 
and recreation periods for nurses, as 
well as a system of rotational night 
duty by whole staffs. i 

The circular containing these 
suggestions ‘states that Dr. Ward, 
who acts as Minister in relation to 
all matters of public health, has 
been concerned, with the Minister, 
Mr. MacEntee, to achieve uni-. 
formity in the pay and conditions of 
nurses employed by local authorities. 

Investigation showed that in 
some areas the rates had not 
changed: since 1923, and in others 
it dated back to the old work- 
house infirmary days. 

Despite the fact that in new 
institutions improved scales and con- 
ditions had been possible, some local 
authorities showed no willingness to 
improved the old conditions, and 
“the matter reached a stage -which 


Transport Bill Back 
To Dail 


By Our POLITICAL CORRESPONDENT 
The stormy passage of the Trans- 
port Bill probably will come to an 
end to-morow, when the amendment 
which caused the defeat of the 
Government in the Senate recently 
will be brought to the Dail for 
acceptance. The Minister has in- 
cluded the amendment in the Bill, 
and it has the effect of providing 
that the company shall send copies 
of its annual accounts to every 
shareholder. : 

The highlight in the,Bill’s career 
was the defeat of the MGovernment 
by a single vote on the second 
reading in the Dail last year, which 
caused a general election. , 

When the Bill is passed by the 


‘Dail, it will go to the President for 


his signature. It-will then be an 
Act of the Oireachtas and will 
come into force on January Ist, 
1945. 


No G.S.R. Trains on 
Christmas Day 


No G.S.R. trains. will run on 
Christmas Day. The company’s 
present passenger train’ services 
will, in addition, operate on Wednes- 
days and Fridays from December 
11th to December 30th. The existing 
arrangements for obtaining. tickets 
in advance will continue. | 


Foot-and-mouth Disease. — An 
“toe wont of foot-and-mouth. disease 
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Increased Salaries For 
Nurses Recommended 


. " 2 i 
called for a more positive line of 
action.” 

The suggested payments would be 
in addition to the emoluments 
usually paid in kind, such as free 
board, residence, uniform and 
laundry, and Dr. Ward has suggested 
the following yearly scale in valuing 
these emoluments: Board, £52; resi- 
dence, including heat and light, £26; 
uniform and laundry, £5 each. The 
total amount is £88, which is an 
increase of more than 45 per cent. 
in the normal approved aggregate 
valuation at present in force. 

Mrs. Linda Kearns McWhinney, 
Secretary of the Irish Nurses’ 
Organisation, told an Irish Times 
reporter last night that she did not 
think the suggestions, if put into 
effect, would mean much of an im- 
provement in the present conditions. 
They expected much more. 

Mrs. McWhinney complained that 
there was no provision at all made 
in the scheme for temporarily em- 
ployed nurses. “They are the 
people,” she said, “ who have a real 
grievance.” The permanent nurses 
had security, but the temporary 
nurses, of which there were a con- 
siderable number, had not. She 
instanced the case of the Dublin 
Union, where, she said, there were 
between forty and fifty temporary 
nurses. They earned £3 10s. per 
week, and when they had all their 
expenses paid they were left with 
only about fourteen shillings. 
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Mr. Edward Stettini 


Stettinius To 
Succeed - 


Cordell Hull 


PRESIDENT ROOSEVELT has 
nominated Mr. Edward Stettinius, 
United States Under-Secretary of 
State, to be Secretary of State, 
following the resignation of Mr. 
Cordell Hull. 

The resignation of Mr. Hull (an- 
nounced in yesterday's /rish 'Times) 
was accepted yesterday by the 
President, who said, at a special 
Press conference, that Mr. Hull 
would remain in close touch with 
him, acting as adviser on foreign 
policy. 

Two and a half hours after 
accepting Mr. Hull’s resignation Mr. 
Roosevelt sent his successo®s name 
to the Senate. This prompt action, 
says Reuter, underlines the extreme 
urgency of many matters now pend- 
ing in the field of international 
affaire—Plank for a United Nations’ 
security conference, a meeting 
between ‘President~ Roosevelt, Mr. 
Churchill and Marshal Stalin, and 
the question of Argentina. 

Ms. Stettinius has been Acting 
Secretary of State for the past five 
weeks while Mr. Hull has been in 
hospital with a throat ailment. 

Mr. Edward Stettinius, junior, 
who is 44, and a former chairman 
of U.S. Steel, was appointed Under- 
Secretary of State in September, 
1943. He entered the United States 
Government service in 1939 as 
Chairman of the War Resourcés 
Board, in 1940 he was appointed 
Industrial Materials Director of. the 
National Defence Advisory Commis- 
sion, and in the following year 
Director of the Priorities Division of 
the Office of Production Manage- 
ment, 


President Roosevelt 


May Create Surprise 
PRESWENT™ ROOSEVELT, 

at his Press conference, dis- 
closed that he might take a 
vacation, adding, without 
amplification, that he “might 
surprise everyone.” He said his 
plans were in a state of flux.— 
(Reuter.) 


Sir John Lumsden’s 


Successor 
A. J. Connor, Assistant 
Commis 
sioner of 

the St. John 
Ambulance 
Brigade, 

has been 
recommen- 

ded to suc- 
ceed the 
late Sir 
John Lums- 


Mr, 


sioner.’ 

is under- 
stood that 
the appoint- 
ment of 
Mr. Connor 
has to be confirmed by the central 
authorities in Landon, who are at 
present considering the recommen- 


Mr. A. J. CONNOR. 


dation. 


Kerry Shooting Discussed 


In Accused Man’s House 


BLOOD-AND-MUD spattered 

door from the cow-house, where 
the deceased man was found, and 
blood-soaked clothing were pro- 
duced, yesterday, during the trial, in 
the Central Criminal Court, Dublin, 
of John Brennan, Toor, Waterville, 
Co. Kerry, who is charged with the 
murder of Michael P. O'Sullivan, 
Fag Waterville, on January 
12th, 1943. 


The cross-examination of Michael 
Curran, farmer, Ardkeragh, by Mr. 
K. Liston, S.C., who is appearing 
with Mr. O. Keane (instructed by 
Mr. D Rooney) for Brennan, was 
resumed, and the witness said that 
he regarded as a joke Brennan’s 
reference to the Guards searching 
for the gun in the right place. 

Mr. Justice Martin Maguire asked 
the witness to explain what sort of 
a joke it was. 

Witness replied that it was just 
the way it was said. 

Asked about the sale of cartridges, 
witness stated that Brennan said he 
wanted them “to shoot a man,” or 
words to that. effect. 

Mr. Liston—I presume you did not 
take that seriously?—Not at the time. 

James Lynch said that on the night 
of the shooting he was going with 
others to play cards. They met 
Brennan, and he told them that he 
had been for a priest for “ Cá Bhfuil 
Sé.” He also said that he had been 
to the doctor and the Guards. They 
went on to Brennans, which they 
reached about 8 o'clock (old time). 
O'Shea arrived over an hour later and 
Brennan asked: “ Is he dead?” O'Shea 
replied that he was, and that it could 
have been a cow that “holed” him. 
Later, Brennan asked how had the re- 
port of a shot got about, and some- 
one answered that rhaps Mrs. 
O'Sullivan said she had heard a shout, 
sf people thought she had said 
iT) s ot ” ‘ 


' Michael Galvin, who was accom- 
panying Lynch on the night 
in question said that when they 
met Brennan he told them somethi 

happened to “Cá Bhfuil Sé.” - 
ness asked him if it could be that he 
had committed suicide, and Brennan 
said. that he did not know what 
happened; he was not sure whether 
he was dead. Later that night Bren- 
nan asked if he was right in report- 
ing to the Guards, and they said 


ight. 

MeGillycuddy, Ard- 
keragh, said that before O'Shea's mar- 
riage d man and his wife 
were followed to her house by O'Shea ' 
and Brennan. - Mrs, O'Sullivan was 


Mrs. Ma 


Stayed at the house until Brennan 
and O'Shea had left. 

John P. O'Shea -said that he had 
been the owner of a 12-bore single- 
barrelled gun from 1919 to the latter 
end of October, 1942. In August, 
1942, he lent it to Thomas P. O’Shea. 
O'Shea returned the gun to him. Later 
there was a transaction between wit- 
ness and O’Shea, and he left his gun in 
one of his own cabins, and later 
found in the cabin a 20-bore double- 
barrelled gun, which he took to be 
Thomas O’Shea’s. On the following 
Sunday O’Shea gave him four or five 
cartridges for the 20-bore gun. He 
had that gun in: his possession on 
January 12th, 1943, and until he gave 
it to the Guards on April 11th, 1943. 

Mr. Justice Maguire—Who got your 
= O’Shea told me he got 
it. 


Did you ever see it again?—No. 
my lord. 
_ The trial will be resumed this morn- 
ing. at 10.30 o'clock, 


Exports. Increased 

_ Trade statistics for | October, 
issued by the Department of In- 
dustry and’ Commerce, show that 
the total value of exports amounted 
to £3,428,791, compared with 
£3,133,785 in the cofresponding 
month of 1943, Imports were valued 
at £3,025,357—almost .double_ the 
amount for October, 1943. Of the 
total. exports. for: the month, live- 
stock amounted to  £2,117,504 
(£2,056,538 in October, 1943), and 
imports were £24,928, compared with 
£28.970 in. October, 1943, Food 
drink and tobacco exports totalle 
£971,650 (£718,739 in 1943); im- 
ports, £1.050.911 (£497,641 in 
October, 1943). 

Raw materials and manufactured 
goods valued at £1,917,863 were 
imported, compared with £132,618 
for October, 1943. Exports were 
£327,741 (£342,724 for October, 

. Parcel post imports totalled 
£31,655 (£28,633 for October, 1943); 
exports, £11,896 (£15,784 “for 
October, 1943). 


New Missiles on U.S. 
Troops 
Berlin Report. 
“ Novel explosive missiles” were 
used to subject the rear areas of 
the American sectors of the western 


froht with “devastating fire” all 
‘day yesterday, the German Radio 


' reported early to-day.—(Reuter.) 


- 


The report of the attacks which 
led to the air battle says, according 
to the Press Association, that 
approximately 500 Liberators and 
ortresses of the U.S. 8th Air Force 
attacked railway marshalling yards 
at Offenburg, ten miles south-east 
of Strasbourg; and at Bingen, west 
of Mainz. The bombers were 
escorted by more than 250 Mus- 
tangs, while approximately 500 
Thunderbolts and Mustangs carried 
out offensive sweeps over Nortb- 
west Germany. : 

The Thunderbolts and Mustangs 
encountered a German fighter force 
of between 300 and 400. 

The British Air Ministry report 
last night on the bombing of 
Munich stated:— 

“Early this morning, though it 
was still dark, a force of Lancasters 
of R.A.F. Bomber Command made 
a concentrated attack on Munich, 
a railway centre and an industrial 
town of great importance for the 
production of aircraft. and general 
engineering. : 

“The attack lasted for about 
fifteen minutes and large fires were 
observed over a wide area. Objec- 
tives in Western Germany were also 
bombed, and night intruder aiur- 
craft of Bomber Command attacked ! 
airfields well behind the enemy’s 


fighters, could’ reach friendly 
territory before dawn. 
Stuttgart announced last night 
that a second bomber. formation 
was over Western Germany, and 
Vienna Radio said that enemy bom- 
bers were over south-west Germany. 


TOKYO BOMBED 


A United States War Department 
report yesterday. stated that General 
Hansell’s bombers returned again 

esterday. to Tokyo for another day- 
light attack upon strategic industrial 
targets. The mission was mounted 
from bases in Saipan. 

The report also stated that aircraft 
from General May’s Command 
bombed targets in the Bangkok 
area of Thailand. They flew from 
bases in India. 

The U.S. War Department in a 
later report said that direct hits were 
made on “the heart of the target” 
in the Bangkok capital. 

A later report from the U.S. War 
Department said that a grand 
armada of bombers smashed Tokyo's 
industrial waterfront. No Super- 
Fortress was lost as the result of 
Japanese action. 

A Japanese Radio report picked 
up in the United States said that 
only slight damage was done to non- 
military installations in Tokyo. 
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(COUNCIL of the Incorporated 
Four Courts yesterday. 


ey, C. G. Stapleton, S. 
0’Co 


> 


Seated (left to right): Mr. 
Mr. W. S. Hayes, Mr. E. Plunkett (Secretary), Senator L. E. O’Dea 
(President), Mr. A. Cox, Mr. G. B. Hamill and Mr. J. F. 
Standing: Messrs. H. Mayne, W. J. Norman, J. R. 
F, Darl 
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Criticism of Land 
Registry Fees 


“STRONG” “protests ‘against’ * the i i 
operátion of the, Land Regis- 
trátion Fée Order, 1944, were made 
at the half-yearly general meetin 
of the Incorporated Law Society o 
Ireland, held at the Four Courts, 
Dublin, yesterday, 

Senator L. E. O'Dea, Galway, 
President, said that the question of 
Land Registry fees was one of 
great importance. ‘The Society had 
been pressing the Department in 
reference to the matter, and the 
Government had decided to set up 
a committee, under the chzirman- 
ship of Taxing Master O'Hanlon, 
on which the Society would have 
two representatives. They had 
asked the Government to suspend 
operation of the Order pending the 
findings of the committee, but that 
had been refused. 

The Society had suggestions for 
the calling of a special meeting of 
all the solicitors in Ireland to deal 
with the matter, but had deferred 
that meeting pending the outcome 
of the committee’s deliberations. 

Mr. T. H. R. Craig, on behalf 
of the Wicklow Bar Association, 
said that the new fees did not affect 
the profession as much as they did 
the farmers of the country. 

Mr, D. Moran (Dublin) instanced 
a case where the total bill of costs 
was £49. Of that, only £18 was for 
professional fees, the remainder 
being for stamp duties. 

Mr. B. Murphy (Clones) said that 
the solicitors were being made un- 
paid collectors of tax, which was 
not justified. 

Mr. S. OhUadhaigh (Dublin) 
said that, when the Land Registry 
was established, there was no notion 
of making it pay for itself. i 

During the meeting a portrait by 
Mr. Leo Whelan, R.H.A., of Mr. 
Wm. S. Hayes was unveiled. Mr. 
Hayes has been a member of the 
Society for 60 years and a member 
of the Council continuously for 50 
years. 

Returning thanks, Mr. Hayes said 
that, between them, the and his 
father had been members of the 
legal profession for a total of 104 
years, 


Leaseholders Propose 
Fair Rents Tribunal 


A resolution demanding the re- 
newal of expiring leases at existing 
per rents; proposing that a tri- 

unal be appointed to fix fair 
round rents, and suggesting that 
egislation be passed, to enable 
leaseholders to purchas, sites on 
equitable conditions, was adopted 
at a meeting of the United Irish 
Leaseholders' Association, held in 
Jury’s Hotel, Dublin, last night. 


but he advised the members not to 
make hasty steps:in the matter. 

Mr. Liam Cosgrave, T.D.,: said 
that amending legislation was essen- 
tial to safeguard the interests of 
leaseholders. 

The Chairman, Mr. W. T. Walsh, 
said that the existing ground rent 
system made it 
people to purchase their holdings. 


Canadian Soldiers In 
Demonstration 


About 200 civilians, headed by a 
few soldiers, took part. in the anti- 
conscription disturbances yesterday 
in Rimouski, . Three Union 
Jacks were burned. 

Mr. Mackenzie King defended his 
partial conscription policy before a 
tense, packed House of Commons, 
yesterday, and discl , for the first 
time, the serious ion in the 
Cabinet, while Canada was rocked 
by the conscription issue. i 

former Defence Minister, 
Colonel Ralston, was asked by him 
to take responsibility. for the con- 
scription policy, but would not do 
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Allied Progress 
In Italy 


closed right into the River 
Lamone on. a front of over ten 
miles on both sides: of Faenza, thus 
considerably broadening the tip of 
General McCreery’s drive up the 


same time, they have 
ushed out north-eastwards towards 
ussi, half-way along the road ail 
railway : linking Faenza i 
Ravenna. 

The situation at Faenza remains 
unchanged, with British troops fac- 
ing the Germans across the Lamone 
River in the eastern outskirts of 
the city. 

Other British forces have now 
cleared the whole district west of 
the Lamone, between -Faenza and 
the village of : Brisighella. 

The 5th Army is still compara- 
tively inactive.—(Reuter.) 


Bray Post-War Plans 


Bray Urban Council, which have 
already submitted a £50,000 post- 
war plan to the Government, 
decided Jast night to send in a 
supplemental plan which provides a 
flying ground at Bray; a new 
esplanade from Bray to Shan- 
ganagh; a new pavilion on the 
Esplanade, and 120 new working- 
class houses. 


nied 
oreign 


General de Gaulle, accom 
by the French’ Minister for 


I 


Duncan Hooper, that the- capture 
of Michalovce and Humenne 
sulted in a considerable’ breach 
being. torn in. the German front, 
and fr 

may be expected to progress much 
more rapidly, unless the weather, 
already very bad, gets considerably 


worse. 
The Red Army is already menac- 
ing. the Germans south-west of 
Dukla. Pass, from .Poland into 


‘Czechoslovakia, and. the Germans 


are likely to be pinned back against 
mountains unless they start 
moving soon. 


General Petrov’s operations are 
to outfiank the 


Iso 
German-Hungerian grouping on 


A solid front from the Dukla Pass 
to Presov, and thence to 
would deprive the Germans of one 
of their most valuable routes for 


Carpathians, says Reuter’s 


the 
The Soviets would 


Correspondent. 
also gain good positions for &' 
push across the Tatra mow 
into the rear of the German & 
firmly -dug-in in Southern Po 
An indication of the sg 

German. alarm at the present 


the front 
reinforcements, 


ance over 
Luftwaffe 
F.W. 190’s. : 

The German Commander in 
Hungary is facing’ the most 
dangerous threat yet to his defences 
at the northern ap hes to 
Budapest. Marshal alinovsky’s 
men are pushirig on and the turning 
point seems to be approaching in 
the prolonged struggle on - 
approaches to Budapest. 

A new German retreat south of 
Budapest was reported by Colonel 
von Hammer, military correspon- 
dent of the German News Agency, 
last night. “Strong Russian forces 
are already trying to sweep aside 
the German barrier near Batina and 
Apatin, and the German forces, 
after hard fighting, retreated to a 
new, well-prepared defence position 
further back,” he said. 


of more 
mainly 


Frenchman Accused 
Of 50 Murders 


who is allegéd to have murdered 


over 50 women in his house in the 
Rue de la Soeur, Paris, told the 
magistrate, when he underwent a 
second cross-*examination, how, as a 
member of the resistance movement, 
he fought “Gestapo informers” 
while he helped patriots to- cross 
the frontier into Spain. It was in 
this way, he said, that he killed 
“Geo, the Boxer,” “ Francois, the 
Corsican,” the woman, Hererane, 
and Adrien Estebeteguy, known as 
“ Adrien, the Basque,” “all of 
them Gestapo. agents.” 

“ How did you kill them?” asked 
the Judge. 

“ With my secret weapon,” Petiot 
replied calmly. He added that 
from this time he became known as 
Dr. Eugene, and was a member of 
the resistance group, “Fly Tox.” 
This name was chosen when the 
leader of the group decided to 
destroy the “ flies "—Parisia slang 
word for informers. 


Wicklow A.R.P. Tests 


A.R.P. competitions held at 
Wicklow, for silver cups presented 
by the local committee, resulted as 
follows, 400 marks being the maxi- 
mum:—Rescue Service — Arklow, 
327; Bray, 318 (2); Wicklow, 316 
3). Fire Fighting—Wicklow, 376; 

ray (No. 2), 364 (2); Rathdrum, 


Affairs, has arrived at Teheran on 
the way to Moscow.—(Reuter.) 343 (3)... Ten teams competed. 
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